THE   BALANCE
Churchill is in his element. He hawks Germany's offef': all round London. Isn't it worth while making war om people like that? But all are cautious in making publio decisions, for the man in the street is neither an enemy of the Serbs nor a friend of the Balkans, and the Liberal; Press is still writing that the whole affair is none of our business. They had to wait for the psychological moment; everything now depended on good stage-management.
Some days before the famous Berlin offer, magnates o| commerce and the Stock Exchange had come to Lloyd George and demanded neutrality, in the name of the interests which they represented. A war, even if victoriou/s, would ruin them; neutrality would leave them eventually the bankers of Europe. When they had left, LloydGeoj-ge began to think more kindly of the Germans, and to; support Grey again. But now, after Bethmann's proposal!
As Grey happened to be living with Lord Haldane I&
Queen Anne's Gate, people were told that diplomats were
still visiting Haldane, and he was thought to be master
of the situation. In reality, not even Cambon was tha%
although he cross-examined Grey twice daily and, jus$
like the Russian Ambassador,  tried to get a dejfinitf
declaration out of him.  Cambon  was  perhaps better
tofcmed, through the daily reports from his brother's
Embassy, of the situation in Berlin, than Grey was from
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